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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application 
is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicants' submission filed on 07AUG09 has been entered. 



Drawings 

2. The original drawings received on 04AUG06 are no longer objected after the cancellation 
of claim limitation "cylindrical peripheral surface" and claims 8 & 19 (the irreversibly 
removable snap-in connection). 



Specification 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: "disclosed" on line 2 
of the Abstract should be changed to "described". 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Objections 

4. Claims 1, 7, 1 1, 14 & 18 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. Claim 1, line 14, "for locking the frame relative to the structural part, at least 
relative to a movement" should be changed to "for locking the frame to the structural part 
at least relative to a movement". 

b. Claim 1, line 17, "for locking the frame relative to the structural part, relative to a 
movement" should be changed to "for locking the frame to the structural part relative to a 
movement". 

c. Claim 1, line 18, "the plane," should be changed to "the plane;". 

d. Claim 11, line 13, "for locking the frame relative to the structural part, at least 
relative to a movement" should be changed to "for locking the frame to the structural part 
at least relative to a movement". 

e. Claim 1 1 , line 19, "for locking the frame relative to the structural part relative to a 
movement" should be changed to "for locking the frame to the structural part relative to a 
movement". 

f. Claim 11, line 20, "the plane," should be changed to "the plane;". 

g. Claim 14, line 17, "for locking the frame relative to the structural part relative to a 
movement" should be changed to "for locking the frame to the structural part relative to a 
movement". 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

6. Claims 1,7, 11, 14 & 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Crotty, III (US 5,580,1 18; 03DEC96) in view of Gokuritsu (JP 2002-127819 A; 09MAY02). 

Crotty, III discloses a sun visor (sun visor assembly 10) for use in a vehicle, comprising: 
a structural part (inner core member 16) having a first set of sliding elements (T-peg 
aligning elements 100, which are described as replacing aligning pegs 50, 51) disposed on a first 
side of the structural part; 

a body part (rigid foundation 20 including a front flap section 24, a hinge section 26, and 
a back flap section 25) and a decorative material (upholstery material 22) overlying at least a 
portion of the first side of the structural part (the body part actually overlies all surfaces of the 
structural part); wherein the body part has a main extension direction substantially in a plane; 
wherein the body part has a second set of sliding elements (groove 106) configured to 
interconnect with the first set of sliding elements (100) to lock the body part to the structural part 
at least relative to a movement perpendicular to the plane, at least one of the first set of sliding 
elements and the second set of sliding elements being in the plane, the first set of sliding 
elements and the second set of sliding elements being arranged to be locked by a connecting 
movement of the body part relative to the structural part, the connecting movement being carried 
out in the plane and in a direction substantially tangential to the at least one main extension 
direction of the frame; 
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a frame (the unlighted mirror assembly illustrates a 'frame' and a mirror, but does not 
show how the assembly is attached to the rigid foundation as that is not pertinent to the invention 
of attaching the rigid foundation to the inner core member by a sliding aligning element) 
overlying the body part and decorative material, the frame having at least one main extension 
direction substantially in the plane; and 

a mirror, the mirror having an edge region at least partially covered by the frame 
('partially covered' is a broad enough term to comprise an item having a section above the 
mirror, wherein a section of the frame of Crotty, III 'partially covers' the mirror). 

However, Crotty, III does not expressly disclose that the frame is locked to the structural 
part with at least one of the body part and the decorative material therebetween, at least relative 
to a movement perpendicular to the plane, at least one of the first set of sliding elements and the 
second set of sliding elements being in the plane, the first set of sliding elements and the second 
set of sliding elements being arranged to be locked by a connecting movement of one of the 
frame and the structural part, relative to the other, the connecting movement being carried out in 
the plane and in a direction substantially tangential to the at least one main extension direction of 
the frame; nor a snap-in connection provided between the frame and the structural part for 
locking the frame to the structural part relative to a movement in the plane. In other words, 
Crotty, III discloses a mirror assembly with a frame, but does not disclose that the sliding 
alignment elements could be employed to also attach the frame to the structural part. 

Gokuritsu discloses a lamp for use in the roof liner in a vehicle, comprising: 

a structural part (skeletal member 2) having a first set of sliding elements (third 
engagement means 8 including four tabs located in each corner of an opening 5) and a third set 
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of sliding elements (second engagement means 7); wherein both the first and third sets of sliding 
elements are disposed on a first side of the structural part; 

a body part and a decorative material (roof trim 4) overlying at least a portion of the first 
side of the structural part; 

a frame (10) overlying the body part and the decorative material, the frame having at least 
one main extension direction substantially in a plane, a second set of sliding elements (mounting 
means 13), and a fourth set of sliding elements (nail means 12); wherein both the second and 
fourth sets of sliding elements are configured to interconnect with the first and third sets of 
sliding elements (8, 7 respectively) to lock the frame to the structural part with the body part and 
the decorative material therebetween, at least relative to a movement perpendicular to the plane, 
at least one of the first and third sets of sliding elements and the second and fourth sets of sliding 
elements being in the plane, wherein the first set of sliding elements and the second set of sliding 
elements being arranged to be locked by a connecting movement of one of the frame and the 
structural part, relative to the other, the connecting movement being carried out in the plane and 
in a direction substantially tangential to the at least one main extension direction of the frame; 
and wherein the third set of sliding elements and the fourth set of sliding elements being 
arranged to be locked by a connecting movement of one of the frame and the structural part, 
relative to the other, the connecting movement being carried out in the plane and in a direction 
substantially tangential to the at least one main extension direction of the frame; and 

a snap-in connection (nail means 1 1 engaging first engaging means 6) provided between 
the frame (10) and the structural part (2) for locking the frame to the structural part relative to a 
movement in the plane. 
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It is noted that the two different pairs of sliding elements (first/second 8 & 13) 
(third/fourth 7 & 12) and the snap-in connection are required because the lamp body of 
Gokuritsu is connected upwards into the opening (5) of the structural part (2). If this application 
was for a horizontal connection, then the second pair (7 & 12) would not be needed to hold the 
frame prior to sliding the first pair together. In operation, the lamp body (1) of Gokuritsu is 
inserted upwards into the opening (5) of the structural part (2) snapping the nail means (12) 
against the rim (5b) of the opening, thus engaging the edge (7). The nail means is then allowed 
to slide along the edge while holding the weight of the lamp body and while compressing the 
body part and decorative material (4) against the structural part. During this sliding motion is 
when the first and second sets of sliding elements (8 & 13) engage each other, locking together 
the frame to the structural part. At the final position, the snap-in connection (6 & 11) keeps the 
frame in position. 

In regards to claim 1 1, the first set of sliding elements are arranged in the plane and 
comprise a first set of three sliding elements; and the second set of sliding elements comprise a 
second set of three sliding elements. 

In regards to claims 7 & 18, the snap-in connection is reversibly removable. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the sun visor of Crotty, III, to employ a sliding engagement means and 
snap-in connection for attaching a frame to the structural part, as taught by Gokuritsu. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to employing sliding 
engagement means in both the attachment of the body part to the structural part and the 
attachment of the mirror frame to the structural part and to employ a snap-in connection to 
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ensure that the frame does not slide without manual initiation by an operator, as is desired in this 
vehicle invention. 

Therefore, it would have been a desirable and thus a prima facie obvious modification of 
the sun visor of Crotty, III by attaching a mirror frame by a sliding engagement means to obtain 
the invention as specified in claims 1, 1 1 & 14, as taught by the prior references' motivation, and 
not hindsight from the Applicants' disclosure. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicants' arguments with respect to claims 1,7, 11, 14 & 18 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

8. Applicants' arguments filed 07AUG09 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The Applicants argue on page 10 that the engagement of the mounting means (13) to 
the third engagement part (8) of Gokuritsu would not lock the frame to a structural part at least 
relative to a movement perpendicular to a plane in which the sliding elements are configured to 
slide. The Examiner disagrees. The Applicants continue to argue that, in fact, the nail means 
(12) are used to lock the lamp body (1) to the skeletal member (2) relative to a movement 
perpendicular to a plane in which the third engagement means slides (8) relative to the mounting 
means (13). They also argue that the third engagement means deforms. This is a wrong 
understanding of Gokuritsu. The third engagement means do not deform, rather they force the 
mounting means to compress the roof liner tight against the skeletal member. When the lamp 
body is in its final position (i.e. the snap-in connection is set), the nail means (12) is no longer 
touching the rim (5b) edge (7). The edge is only employed during the initial insertion to hold the 
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lamp body prior to the sliding motion. The sliding motion causes the mounting means to contact 
the third engagement means, slide up the face of the engagement means, and then reach their 
final position above the non-deformed engagement means. This final position can best be seen 
in Figure 3, wherein the nail means (12) is shown risen off of the edge (7) due to the mounting 
means (13) resting atop the non-deformed third engagement means (8). 



Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul A. Chencvcrt whose telephone number is (571) 272-6657. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (10:00-7:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn D. Dayoan can be reached on 571-272-6659. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Paul A. Chenevert/ Paul A. Chenevert 

Examiner, Art Unit 3612 Examiner 
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